
Let’s get Earthquake Ready with Stronger Buildings! July 20, 2022

City of West Hollywood

Owner Workshop
Presentation



ARE YOU ELIGIBILE?

PROGRAM HISTORY

LET’S GATHER YOUR 
INFORMATION.

PHASE 1 AND 2 
LIST OF DOCUMENTS REQUIRED

WHAT TYPES OF GRANTS ARE 
AVAILABLE?

APPLY ONLINE:
• CITY GROWS APPLICATION 

PORTAL

WHO CAN ASSIST ME?

1

2

3

5

6

7

AGENDA Additional details can be found in the Seismic Retrofit Grant Program Rules.

84

PROCESS
PHASE 1 – DESIGN GRANT
PHASE 2 – CONSTRUCTION GRANT



1. PROGRAM HISTORY

WHAT: The City of West Hollywood Building and Safety Division received a Hazard Mitigation Grant for 
seismic retrofitting of 3 types of buildings:

1 - Wood framed buildings with soft, weak or open front wall lines (SWOF), 
2 - Non-ductile concrete (NDC) buildings
3 - Pre-Northridge Steel Moment Frame Buildings (PNSMF).

FROM WHO: Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and the California Governor’s Office of 
Emergency Services (Cal OES). 

ORDINANCE 17-1004 ORDINANCE 17-1011

WHY: Grants are available for new retrofit projects for buildings that are subject to the City's 
Mandatory Seismic Retrofit Ordinances.  

https://www.weho.org/home/showpublisheddocument/34421/636404642325770000


2. ARE YOU ELIGIBLE?

Wood frame buildings 
with Soft ,Weak, or Open 
Front walls (SWOF) with a 
permit application submitted 
prior to Jan 1, 1978 subject 
to Ordinance 17-1004
provisions and SWOF 
Retrofit Design Guidelines

Non-Ductile Concrete 
(NDC) buildings subject 
to Ordinance 17-1011
provisions and the 
NDC/PNSMF Seismic 
Design Guidelines

Pre-Northridge Steel 
Moment Frame 
Buildings (PNSMF) 
subject to Ordinance 17-
1011 provisions and the 
NDC/PNSMF Seismic 
Design Guidelines

Other buildings that are 
either pre-Northridge steel 
moment frame or non-
ductile concrete buildings 
that could not be 
determined without further 
investigation, subject to 
Ordinance 17-1011
provisions and the 
NDC/PNSMF Seismic 
Design GuidelinesA survey list of buildings subject to the City’s Seismic Retrofit 

Ordinances can be found at www.weho.org/seismic

https://www.weho.org/home/showpublisheddocument/31443/636293170195230000
https://www.weho.org/home/showpublisheddocument/46548/637280912701630000
https://www.weho.org/home/showpublisheddocument/34421/636404642325770000
https://www.weho.org/home/showpublisheddocument/42093/637376639252100000
https://www.weho.org/home/showpublisheddocument/34421/636404642325770000
https://www.weho.org/home/showpublisheddocument/42093/637376639252100000
https://www.weho.org/home/showpublisheddocument/34421/636404642325770000
https://www.weho.org/home/showpublisheddocument/42093/637376639252100000
https://data.weho.org/dataset/West-Hollywood-Visual-Survey-of-Properties-Subject/4yxa-mfv8


3. WHAT TYPES OF GRANTS ARE AVAILABLE?

DESIGN GRANTS

Design Grants may not exceed 75% of actual 
documented design expenditures related to
the seismic retrofit of the building. 

BUILDING TYPE DESIGN GRANT 

Soft, Weak, or Open 
Front (SWOF) 

75% of the cost up to 
$2000 

Non-Ductile 
Concrete 

75% of the cost up to 
$5,000 

Pre-Northridge Steel 
Moment Frame 

75% of the cost up to 
$5,000 

(As compared to 75% 
of the cost or $7,500). 

EXAMPLE
If the design cost for a Soft, Weak, 
or Open Front (SWOF) building is 

YOUR GRANT FUNDS WOULD BE

$2,000
$10,000



WHAT IS ELIGIBLE FOR PHASE 1 DESIGN?

ELIGIBLE expenditures that qualify for reimbursement. 
Ø Costs paid to California licensed professionals (Engineers/Architects) 

Ø Amounts paid to entities that are not California licensed design professionals 
Ø Costs unrelated to the seismic retrofit design or that are outside the scope of the technical 

Guidelines 
Ø Design costs incurred prior to May 18, 2021
Ø Design costs for projects that have not completed the building permit plan check process and have 

not obtained a building permit

INELIGIBLE expenditures that NOT qualify for reimbursement. 

Applicants must meet all Program requirements and deadlines to retain eligibility for grant funding.  
Reimbursements for the grant will be issued in two phases: Design and Construction



3. WHAT TYPES OF GRANTS ARE AVAILABLE?

CONSTRUCTION GRANTS

Grants cannot exceed 75%  (40% for SWOF) of the 
permit valuation or actual retrofit costs, 
whichever is lower.

BUILDING TYPE DESIGN GRANT 

Soft, Weak, or Open 
Front (SWOF) 

40% of the cost up to 
$15,000 

Non-Ductile 
Concrete

75% of the cost up to 
$20,000 

Pre-Northridge Steel 
Moment Frame 

75% of the cost up to 
$20,000 

Other Buildings 75% of the cost up to 
$20,000 

(As compared to 40% of the cost or $16,000) 

EXAMPLE
If the design cost 

for a SWOF 
Building is

YOUR GRANT FUNDS WOULD BE

$40,000

$15,000



WHAT IS ELIGIBLE FOR PHASE 2 CONSTRUCTION?

ELIGIBLE expenditures that qualify for reimbursement. 
Ø Cost paid to a Licensed Contractor.  (Owner-builder retrofits do not meet the program requirements) 
Ø Special inspections and structural observations 

Ø Amounts paid to unlicensed contractors 
Ø Costs unrelated to the seismic retrofit 
Ø Projects that begin construction prior to FEMA review and approval
Ø Permit fees 
Ø Projects that have received FEMA funding under another program

INELIGIBLE expenditures that NOT qualify for reimbursement. 



4. APPLICATION - LET’S GATHER YOUR INFORMATION.

Applicant Information: Provide 
Property owner information or a 
designated legal representative to 
manage the application process. 

Building Information: Building Address, 
Parcel number, type of retrofit, etc

Maps: Provide vicinity and site maps. See 
the Program Website for additional 
information.

Photographs: Submit at least three 
photographs from all publicly visible sides of 
the building at the time of application. See the 
Program Website for additional information. 

1
2

3
4

Ø All submitted applications will be reviewed for completeness and program 
eligibility

Ø Applicants will be notified of the status of the application
Ø Grants will be awarded to completed applications on a first come-first served 

basis 

APPLICATION PROCESS

Information needed to get your account started



Building Information will be used for 
both application phases, unless there 
is a change in ownership which will 
require the start of a new application. 

5. HOW TO APPLY ONLINE 
Application available at:
retrofit-grant.weho.org

CITY GROWS 
APPLICATION PORTAL

. 

STEP BY STEP PORTAL
EACH section identifies the following:
Ø Typical time it should take for input
Ø Information required
Ø Required Signatures
Ø Documents to be uploaded
Ø Images required

https://retrofit-grant.weho.org/


PROGRAM INFORMATION

Website
1. Find all grant program 

information and resources.
2. You can send the team an 

email with questions. 
3. Link to online application

Dedicated Website
retrofit-grant.weho.org



6. PHASE 1 – Design Grant



6. PHASE 2 – Construction Grant



7. REQUIRED DOCUMENTS



Grant Program Rules



8. WHO CAN ASSIST ME?

EMAIL: retrofit-grant@weho.org

DEDICATED
WEBSITE: 
retrofit-grant.weho.org

The helpline will be answered during regular business hours. A voicemail 
message will be available for calls during afterhours. 

HELPLINE: 323-848-6309

CITY GROWS 
APPLICATION 

PORTAL

. 

ONLINE 
APPLICATION 
Available at: 
retrofit-grant.weho.org

mailto:Retrofit-grant@weho.org
https://go.citygrows.com/solution21/RetrofitGrants_071022


Questions?


